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!T HAPPENED IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Hisfory W3S made by -the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals 
4n Wd^ington, D.C.' The recen1rigHther+ng &f ^,200 participants was planned, 
coordinated and succes^fuljx^ by and for handicapped people. Delegates 
fromjvery State v^&r4cedTTf^Tessly to make the conference an event to remember. 

The real stars ol^t^e.Xfloference were the hahdicapped peopl e ^)^emsel ves, who 
participated in workshops and panels, staffed booths, and hammfered out recom- 
mendations on key issues . * ^ 

TRe delegates -were welcomed, to 'Washington by President Carter, Members of the 
cabinet, and Congrejsionai 1 eaders . 

News conference's wferis covered by A.I'. U.P.I . , metropolitan ctailies, anci 
television cameras from NBC, CBS^ ABC and 'PBS. Radio correspondents provided 
'adde'd special 'event coverage and interviews with conference participants. 

Delegates met with^their legislators and established a dialogue with government 
professionals. Pros and cons on major issues concerning the handicapped were 
'reviewed and recommendations prepared for study by the Council Task Force. 

, Never* before ^in the|hi story of the Nation's Capital had there been a-conference 
•of handicapped people, from every State— assembled to^achieve the right of every 
citizen to pursue life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness< 




Delegates from every comer of the United StQUt convening Jn WcMhikgton's 
Sheraton'Park Hotel 
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/ REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENTTO THE 

WHITE HOUSE CON/ERENCE ON HANDICAPPEP INDIVIQUA 

May 23, 1977 

Do you think we are making some progress now? Do you think we have a- long, way 
to go? Do you think we are going to get there? Right on. 

I am very proud to be here tonight in what I think js^an hfstorjc occasion that 
will perhaps go, down in the history of our country as a turpning point in the 
minds and hearts of the American' people in their long overdue concern about a 
large group of Americams, about 36 million, who in the past have too often been 
ignored. ^ 

.This is the* first White House Conference- on Handicatpped lidividuals-.^ I-Hcnow 
that this is a tremendous assembly of leaders who have fought a long and some- 
times discouraging b^Hle to arrive here in Washington tonight.. But this i> 

' not the first meeting. ^ There fyive been dozens of meetings attended by thoii- 
sands of people in the 50 States of our dountry, and you tjaye already brought 
to the consciousness of Tooal and State officials an ajftreness of potential 
change for the better and many improvements that havefalread^ been made. 

Labor and industry can work together with government to make sUre that jointly 
our efforts are successful. There is hardly a national leader on earth in^ all 
the 150 nations that span, the globe who' are not now thinking* about two words: 
"Human Rights." And now we in our own country ate applying those two v^rds to 
the handicapped people of our country. 

It is long overdue. • For too long handicapped people have been deprived of a 
right- to an education; /for too long handicapped people have been excluded from; 
the possibility of jobs and employment where they fould ^upport themselves; 
for too long handicapped .people have been kept^out of buildings, have been kept 
off of streets and sj^ewalks, have been excluded from private and public trans- 
portation and have been deprived of a simple right in many 1nstances\ just to 
communicate with one another. 

When I was inaugurated Governor of Georgia in January of Wl, I madeW spgech, 
and I said fn that Soijthern State the time^for Mcial ciiscriminatfon h over,^ 
and I say to you tonight the/ time for discrimination against the handf6a^pped 
in the United^States is over.* . 

It would be a ^mistake for the rest of America to think tflat the benefits are 
only going to the handicapped because when you get freedom, we share that 
freedom, and when the handicapped get benefits of education and a job and a 
purposeful life, we all share in the behefits^of that education, that job and 
a purposeful life. " * - 

The Bill of Rights for Handicapped Individuals was spelled out in Title V of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and we are go-ing to enforce the regulations^, 
that ar^-- specified in that, bill. We are going to' enforce the regulations that 
f tear down. the barriers of architecture and we are going to enforce'the regula- 
tions that tear down the barriers of transportation. 
f 



I know you have heard the announcement made by Secref/ry^of Transportation 
Brock^ndams about the Trans-Bus, We have sptent mill>Sni of (Sllars--the 
Federal Government has. spent millions of rfollars-v^vesting in the kind of : 
Snilv^•^''J[I'^''^^^'°"^^^^ "^"^^ ^^^"^ ^^^'^ And I am going to really i 

S ^1 J^fh*"^""^""'' ^^"^ ""^e off the assembly line, , _ 

and all of the- new ones are going to be these kinds of buses--when ttev can 
come up to you on the sidewalk a^d kheel down to let you get in- ' 

As you know. Section -504, of which I m sDre you have all heard and^f which-V 
I am sure jow that Joe Califano has also heard, has provided a framework for 
the regulations that have now been adopted, and Joe Califano assures me and 
he assures you that these regulations are going be.enfonced. - . • 

They require that when programs are made available to the riubl ic that those - 
program? are made available to the handicapped public; the employers tllKqive 
a handicapped perso^i^a fair chance to correct the hanificao&nd to become 
flual if lejl ftrr^n available job. ' 'W' 



They'require the tearing downNf the barriers that I have already described to 
you When Federal funds come to the Health, Education, and Welfare Department, 
and.^ater on without delay they will apply to all programs of a similar nature, 
they wTVl_j3rovide that a handicapped child, for the fii*st tlmf-in the 200 year 
tri H^-^^^u^^"^ country, has the right to go to free public schools, and that 
'Jr^t I i J ^ ''^^ht to go to-free public school>^in a regijlar classrooln with 
otner students. ^ ' - r ^ ^ 

It is ahnost inconceivable, and it'^is a reflection on all of -us in leadership 
positions, that these Tjasic rights have been delayed so long. These are times - 
for thanksgivi/ig, but for a sustained demand and a time- to assess other oppor- 
tunities in the future. . ^ 

The civil, rights of handicapped persons are not the onl^^elements of the laws 
that have been. put into effect. We ha've more than. 100 different programs in . 
the Federal Government already for the handicapped. They are administered by 
many different agencies. There are a lot of different kinds of definitions, 
tor the handicap of th'e same person, that that meafns that many of you who have 
sought for a long time to take adva-ntage of thesp programs which the Congress 
and ftiy, predecessors in the White House hav^pa'ssed have often t>ad to go to • 
foi/f or five or six different agencies fo getxthe simple treatment or oppor- • 
turn ties wh,ich you deserve under the law.- ' \ 

.It IS time for us tb change that, and one of the very good benefits of the 
reorganization authority that Congress h^s now |iven me is to bring all of 
those programs for the handicapped together into one agency- so you can under- 
stand them,3nd take advantage of than.- . ^ j j u,.uc, 

« ■ J 

As I lookout across tjiis tremendous auditorian, with many different kinds of 
handicaps* represented her«,.I know' that many of them could have^fceen- prevented 
in your early life. And we are not just concerned about the correction of 
an ej<isting handicap or an oppprtunity for those who are handicapped;, we want 
to prevent the handicaps that might occur in the future , * 

■ " . ■ • m '■ 
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We have already proposed to the Congrefss^d-program fi^^i\ew;:feet)if^, the '^'^"' 
health screening, of poor children,. and within^just' » ^ y4aVs we will multi^ 
^'^ply fWe tfmds the number of poor, youn^ children Wto <h^ve a chine? to^see a 
do'ctpr early in their life so the?ir potential ,h^d^^^^ or affliction might be 
ni^^vented or corrected, ^ ' ' \^ • 



ie now have 3^ percent of the young children in thi^^courttry who ai^^ not evep 
immunized or inoculated. agarinst preveptable:dised«s. ' Mh'en I was a. child many 
years ago almost 100 percent 9f all ' America^i dhildren '*tere immunized. We have 
-started a new program now un^ler Joe Cal ifano's tleaderjhip ^and have asRed-the- 
Congress for authority to increase g/*eatly th>is Tmmuni;jat.ion program so* that ^ 
within just a short time we intendJco approach the TOO percent leveV again. 

There is a hope that there will riLver be any lack of memory for the struggle 
thcht has been gffectivexin making this night and this/conference'Dossible. We 
want to be sure that we'tion't forget>the ,handi,capped among^Us y^h/^cannof hold 
a job, who cannot respond to a full Aducatign, but we want to make sure t'hat 
even when they are dependent for consta»trhelp that they have* every cljaoce to 
grow and'to learn and to take advantage of whatever ^reat or -smalf talent or 
- ability God might have given them. We cannot forget t'hem.* . . . - 

Ip closing, I W^int tb ask you^to do on^ rt^j^ thing,' and fhat is that since you 
have bound yourselves together in ^ conmon^urpose, umJferstandirjg^one another 
and'Ov4ificom*1pg the^ differences'- that ♦extstamong^yoU, that now yoli .try to ui^er- . 
H^nd the. sf)ecial needs, of the nonjwindi dapped, to understand 'the n^eds of other 
ha)idicapp€td people. * • * v " • 

' •/ . / ' ' ' ' ^ 

It is not^a tijn^or hatred or lashing out or recrimination or condemnation of 
th^-fjonhandicapp^d for the long delays in meeting your needs, because many 
people 'who are not handicapped cannot understand those special neifis. So it 
is a time of education bSt-h ways, aild for eigp^r^^latipri that^ojjly wljen^ we work 
t9getfier--the haridicappebv^who are leaders, The ha ^^li capped "who wiV^l always be 
>4ependent^ the potentWlly handicapped child who wants to ti?ve that prevented 
. ^and-'the rfonhJindic^^ped adult leader-rwhen work together we can continae to^ 
ma1<e even greater progress. ' - \ 

I knoK'that in my own life V have been inspired by tKe courage that exists 
among many of you. "^ne of my most proud moments was when we administered the • 
oath of office to Kax Clejjind, a youiig who now heads up a tremendous^ 
Federal agency, the Veterans' Administration; When, he wasr^a tiny childrhe uset3 

^hlvays ask God some "tlaji^to let Tiim work for his country and' serve other 
people. He went X/6 Vietnam lis a volunte&r after he was qualified, having 
finished college^for his own professional career. He stepped out of a heli-^ ' 
copter: one day and saw a hand grenade on' the ground, and tjr'ying to protect his 
fellgw servicemen, he lost two legs and one arm. He stays in^a wheelchair. 
Bu,t I have never been around Max'Cleland when -I reafizedjDr thought that he -had 
hx\y handicap, that conSjtrained the full realization of hi&^-ewRly prav/sr?, , y 
because he serves in .government and he -serves hjA fellow hurtiaV belrtgs. He is 
ah inspiration to me, and his js an exhibition ^f constant ^qurage^which many - 
' of you also exhibit* so well. * - 

, ^ - . / • ; • 

I made my inauguration speech just a f^w months ag9,j^I quoted a, school- . 
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td&cher of mtne. Miss Julia Coleman. "She was a principal in a tiny' school • ^ 
where JD attended when 'I was- a country boy./ She taught me dbave ^ind beyon<l the 
classroom how^ to write themes and how to debate and how to appr%'ciate j^rks of 
; art and how tt) understand ^ood music /and how to. read bqoks' that I'^ould other- 
wise never have known to exist. . • 

- She was crippled^ and s.tue couldn*t see tbfi^ children in her classroom, t think 
she would have been a*good teacher had she not ^tefen handi;capped, but t>iink 
thaJJ^nowing abrfut her own shortcomings in a physical way gave ah exty^a * 
dimension and depth to her caring about other people. 

Your conference is important. You are intelligent, courageous leaders, but ^ 
because you have experienced suffering and -because you tiave overcome it, I 
think thie recofrmendations that w.ill be coming from you that'.will affect the 
lives of many milli^ons of people nbw and in the future will have that same 
* extra' dlifnension. - - ^ ,^ * ' • - 

Our country needs you and I know that you will never dtsappaint those'who 
look to you for leadership. Thank you v^^jnuch. 
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Dr, Heruy Viscardi, Jr., Chairman of the White House Conference , 
on Handicapped Individuals and Setretary Joseph A. Califano of / 
HEW discua conference 7 J 



'RE|V!ARj<S OF HEW SECRETARY JO$EPH A. CALIFAWO, JR. 
, , . AftHE ' :, ♦ 

. Vy><ITE-HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS 

. r \. ... • . May 2 J, 1977 ' ,* 

Good evening, and a very warm welcome to the White .House Conference on H^ndi- 
cap^ped'Iridivi;duaVs. 

.'A White HouSe -Conference is a catalytic' event— one that -focuses ooncerns and 
develops an agenda for action on matters of the greatest national Importance. 

Tonight you embar'k on this Conference ^itb t^ee vital goals: - \ 

- First, to* provide a- natsipnal assessment of the probl\ans and the po- 
tential^ of iridividuals with mental or physical handicaps; . " 

\ ' ' ' ' ' 

^ Second, tdg^ae^^te a national awareness ^of these' problems^whicli have 
' meant .that handicapped individuals .have ir) the -past be^^ln oppres'sed 
. * ' minority, -subject unconscionable discrimination, beset by denoral- 
izingM'ndignities, Setpured out of the mainstream, of American life and 
unable ^to secure their rightful place as full and indep^dent citizens; 
; anji . . , . ^ - 

- Tf)ird,'.,to make, reconmendat ions. to the President and to^the Congress ' 
• -whfch', if implemented, wiTl enable individuals with handicaps to .lead 

I proyd and productive lives, despite their disabilities.^ *^ 

Too often, h(Jwever, * the promise of a White House Conference has not J)^n' realized 
3fter the. hotels have, emptied and the media have carrrie^ away their 6,ameras and 
.typewriters: / . y _ ^ • - ■ , 

But I know-that this, Conference will -be different. ' -' . 

I know it will be different, in part, -because of the fine leadecship provided " 
,to-yoi> by Henry Viscardi, Jr., Chairman of 'the White House Conference, and by 
Jack R. Smith, Executive Director of the Conference. They,' and their many co- 
workers, have bfren sensitive to the strong demands from all 6f you here to- 
i\jght--anti from the millions of handicapped citizens -whom you represent-- 
that the Conference emphasize practical, subst.antive issues -that directly 
affect the lives of Americans with disabilities. . . » . 

.^ut the p'romise of this Conference will bi realized for another, more profound 
reason. 'We are now entering a new era of civil rights for the handicapped 
individuals of America. And we will ilbt turn back. 

' ' .* " 

Fqr too long, America's handicapped individuals have been victimized b^de- 
mfeaning practices and injustipe^ But now there, is recognition that tMust 
obstacjes to self-determination and fair treatment must fall before tMTOrce 
of law^rsn understanding that the Nation as a whole must end the shanifll 
neglect of handi<fapp^d citizens and help translate many of their legitimate 

.needs into legal rights and meaningful programs. 



Last month, I signed regulation implementing Sect1^f^94 of -the Refiabil 
tiorv Act of 1973. 'As you know.'well. Section 504 prohibits" dtscrimioaO&n^ ^ 
solely on the basis of handicap against otherwise 'quITTf ban<fica^ed in- 
dividuals, in programs receiving federal f inancial^assistance. f 

The*504>egula^on is-a larTCImark* In the ;quest of 'handicapped citizens forieqi>al 
treatment, and it wi^l be a,, fundamental *guidepost to the new era of civil ^ 
rights for U>e handicapped. It calls for the following dramatic changes tn 
the action^ and at]^itudes of* institutidns and individuals wtx) are recipients 
of funds from the- Department of Health, Education, and Welfare: 

- ^11 new f^ciVities must be barrier-free, i.e^, readily accessit?]e i 
to and^-trwblfe' by handicapped individuals.. 

' ^ " • /' • ^ " ' ^ . ' ' 

- Pro,grams or activities in existing facilities must.be made accessible 
to tlje handicapped wit«in 60 days, and, if no. other alternatives— 
.su«h as Reassignment of cla^sses 'or home i^is.its— wil 1 'achieve program 
accessibility, stnictura»1 c'hanges in the facilities must be made- . 

^ within three years. No exceptions to the^program actessibil i.ty re- ^ 
quirement will be. a^I lowed. ^ ^ ' , * . 

• -4lTTpl oyer s- may not rgfuse to hire handicapped^ persons, if reasonable 
accommodations can be macfe by them' to an individual's handicap and 
if the handicap do«6 not -impair tVie ability of the applicant or 
'employer to .do the specif ic *joBV ^ ^ 

« 

- Employers may not require pre-employment physical examinations 

and may. not make a pre-employment Inquiry about whattrer a person is > 
handicapped, or the Nature or severity of a handicap, although ^ 
''employers may make A pre-empl.oyment inquiry into an'appl icant^s'* 
ability to .perform job-related functions. 
( ' . • . ' ^ . ^ 

- Every handicapped child will be entitled to free public education 
appropriate to his or her individual needs, regardless of the 
nature or severity of the hapdi,cap. ^ In. those unusuaT cases wher^ 
plac&nent in a speciarl residential setting is necessary, public 
authorities will be financially responsible for tuitiorf, room- and 
board'. ' i> ;* 

Handicapped children must nOt be sefgregated in th6' public schools, - 
' but must be educated with^the non-handicapped in regular classrooms 
to the maximum extent. possible. ^ ' 

- Educational, ips.titutions and other social service programs jnust ^ ^ 
provide auxiliary aids, such as readers 4n schooT 1 tbraries or inter- 

. ^ prgters for the deaf, to ensure full participation of handicapped 
persons. ' , • . 

' «- All recipients of HEW funds^must complete within one y^ar a self- 
^ evaluation pro.cess, in^consul tation with handicapped individuals 

and organizations, to determine which pf their poVicies and pnac- • * 
tic^ need* to be changed to assure equal opportunity for handicapped, 
Americans. •* ^ . • — .j 

' ' ■ -a. ' .-.-^ 



Section -504 and the'SOA Reflulatiop constitute a stri1<ing recognition of^the 
civiT rights of America's' naridicapped citizens', just as Title V,f of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1961 and Titfe IX of the Education Amendments of T972, /nd 
their companion regulations, are critical elements in the structure' of law' 
protecting the ciyiV rights of racial- minorities and'w5men. Biit we^must now 
begin th^ process ofjmaking the new regulation a reality for handicapped 
Americans. \ / - * v ' . * 

i pledge that this process will be monitorgd'foraeful ly, fairly and exp^edi; 

* tiously by HEW. There are firm timetables i,n th^- regulation^. .We should stick, 
to them. ' * ^' ' ' i - « • ' 

let me briefly share with you^some of the ^teps we have' takenl of IviTl take to. 
assure compliance wtth the 504. Regulation. We feve an outsj^ding^new ^team of 
lead?^s'in'HEWys Office for Civil RightJ^, headed, by David^tatel, a distinguished 
attorney with broad civil rights experience.' Wer ha^ iegun wotjk with the other 
Federal agencies a,nd departments which -will be issuing re^latjoqs similar tq 
the -504 regulation" and-^that'wtlVc^ply ie all reqipientS^-of feder'al- funds. 
We have already begun lastweek to* mail ^out 36,000 assurance of compliance 
forms to ^EW recipients.- These are due back on July 5th. 'And,- if we do not 
get a timely and adequate-response, we will move immediately to enforce this 
irequirement.% .\Wej^wTl 1 be re^idy to beg-in pracessing^^tJmplaints brought under • 
Section 504 by*5une 1st. .Over 200 corn-plaints l;iave been filed with the Depant- 

• ment. • ' 

We hav^ prepaiced, and begun tQ distrtbute, braille and recorded copies of the 
'504 Regulation, so that handicapped titizens can learn firsthand, of their rights. 

We have planned— and will soon begin--a major public awareness campaign that ^ « 
, will infcfrm handicapped individuals of their rights, -recif^iegti* of their obU- - 
'gations, and the ^^merican people, M/ic-luding business and 'labor^ about the^ 

striking new change' in law.. Schools shpuld undepstaad mainstreaming ; colleges 
•should learn about ttie program accessibility requirements; otJ^prVecipi^ents > 

should understand how to restructure jobs; and myths about handicapped and . • 

di^sabled people must be dispelled. A manual explaining 504 will sooil be - \ 

ready for wide jii stributifiiR. * . 



We w^i^l develop a techniceil assistance unit to assist recipients in complying 
wjth important requirements^ 1 ike mainstr^aming and program accessibility.' 

We h0ve established a new p9sition in the Office for Civil Riqhts--the Deputy 
for Progr*am ReView~who .will work diVfectly with. the other divisions of HEW 
.so that -program officers include civil rights conjpliance requirements in their 
ba^ic operations. Through these and other measures, the Section 504 Regula-. 
tion can work. . ^ : 

But voluntary compliance, aided by deep involvement of handicapped citizens 
and groypSi will make the regulation Work far irwre quickly. If handicapped 
individuals, recipients, J eaders in public and private life, and the Inderal 
Government, can be guided by sensitivity, fairness and common sense, then 
the* reguTatTon can' inpediat^ly become a charter of equal opjX)rtunity, not an . 
invitation to 1 itigation. - ... 



- But ending discrimination is only. the first step in assuring that haniiicapped 
^-citizens c^n assume their rightful role as- participants to the fullest extent 

- possible, Jn Amerftan sqciety/ 'As the next^three days will de{nonstrate,v.the . ' 
o task of guaranteeing th^t handicapped individuals have equal opportunities ^* 

ifc fact, ^and not just under tfhe-^law, will require Initiatives in many facets 
^ of 'Our social and economic life. . ' ^ * 

For example^ th« Disability ^/isurance pr(^gra<n, part of HEW's Social Security ^ 
^ Administr^atior%, faces serious finaApal problenrs. The program provided monthly 
cash payments to .severeTy disabled adults who have workVexperi^ce covered by 
Social Security. • Four millio^n disabled .individ«ajs;and thefr famil ies' receive 
benefits from^the Disability Insurance program. More than $7 Ujllion is paid 
Out annually to these ^beneficiaries, 

^ . * ' * . ' \ 

\ A^you know; President Carter TiafsVecently^'sent Congress a propo^arfor re- ' ^ 
storing the sound financial status of the Social sSe^urity .system, ^nd the most 
urgent priority in that 'package is. restoring the fiscaV integrity of the Dis- 

' ability Insurance program..; Without the legislation which we are "seridi/ig to 
Congress, the Disability Insurance Trust Fund would be Tn^defaul t, in ]97^. 
^bankrupting the Disability Insurance program.' - "^^^.^ ' 

'l^residen^t Carter plarts to correet the 'deficit ih the Disability Trust. Fund, 
not by. a(ying to the tax burdens of. the Vow-income werfcer, but by raising the 
^wage base" fer employers and mfire. eqM^itably spreading the cost^. 

. With your support, Pr^ident Gartej^'s proposal? can Vnsure that disabled • 

indiyiduaTj covered by Social Security conti'(iue to'receive cash ^bene^its. 
. Millions pf handicapped 'Americans Reserve tg ha\te their confidence in the 
^Social Security systern restored 



During the next, few da'ys, you wil l-<iiscuss and debate many issues that, like 
•the fiealth of the Dfsability Insurance^'program, are of gVeat signifioance to 
handicapped j^ericansC * ' ^. 

^ On Thursday, I hope toVeturn to ^ou an^ discuss tHe work of the Conferences 
and where we go from here. , ' 

i * • * * * " 

.Butlfpr now I just want to stress the/warmth of' my welconte to you, to echo 
President Carter's "strong words of' suppd^t, and to thank you—for th^wisdbm 
you will sfiare wijh^u^ and for* the courag^e yOu have shown us,» and aJ-1 the ' 
^ American 'people. " • ^ 



J' 
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remarks'by hud sex:j?e^^ pAiliiCRrRaB^Ts habris.' 

/ , * " . AT THE WHrtEHOUSE CbftlKEREINIGE , 

• \ . ' ' / May 25, ?9?7 , . \ " . 

^'A person whofis' severely impaired," Helen 1<el1er noted, "n^er knows Jjis ^ 
Hid^n SOLfrc^^'of stren^h uhtil hie is^reated like a nonqal hun\ajrv being afjtj*.^ 
-encouraged -to shape^his own life." ^ ^ / • ' 

" rshire wi1^ the eight hundreidelegates to this conference, ^e CTWiction ; 

thSt it is time to e^sk every pSfft of govwnment to^e-examioe its ^pragranfis and 
' poTlc|BS to detergiine wtether they encourage the handicapped td siiape their own- 

lives'^Rd to- liv^ind^peijdehtly. ♦ . . :^ 

• ' ; . ^ "1 1i ' ' ^ * ' ' ' ^ ' ; ' 

Dr. -Henry Vfscfar.df, ChairmafKof the Cbnference,- has ^sta^ted the ctfse sutcifctiy, 

"the message from handicapped' v^divi dual i and their families very cl^r. 

They/want action'. They want follcfc^-througfi. They want xommitni^nt • V-^" ^ * 

•As the Secretary' of the ilepartment of k<Ju^tiig and Urban Development, T am 'here 
today to. tell you- th^t. Americans with disat>ilitiesS*.il^l get action and follojw- 
through from HUD; - ' " ^t'- . ' . , T 

• Fo4r months ago" HUD began 'the prpcess 6f reyiewing -^Arrent -programs and explor-^ 
ing n'Bw'^fiousing aptioris^for pepp1e.with.disab-],J ities^ A group of consumers Itiet 
with. me an^-ttresQ^started to meet* on ar\ infornsal basis, with HUD personnel who ' 

' share theii^ommitment to the handicapped. ^ 

-'l^at-grodp of consumers iflfludeij Dr.. frank* Bowe^and Janh^^acobi the ^imefican 
Coalition of Citizens virith Disabil ities;. Ms. Eunice FioVito from the Mayor's 
Officje for the HandfcappetJ rrf New- York; ClalrJce Ross from the United Cerebral . 
Pal sy^ Association; 'Susan .We Manes of *the ^tiorfel Association for Retarde^l 
Citizens; Cheryl Davis from thfr MassaCti^ettt Staf^ -Department of CcJrTmunity 
"Affairs'; and Robert Corikli-n 6f the National] Association of the. Physical ly - • 
'Handicapf)erf.i . \ • " " ( ' ' ' 

The preliminary rec(j*iendation$^wtiicK'resul ted from tWs interplay of i 
being reviewed by tlie- Department. " Toda/,. L would like to announce some' 
^immediate decisip'ns, wH'ich ffre a product oftthis dialogue, t|)at have^bj 
to demons tra1;e. HUD *s commitment to Americans with iiisabi)ities. » , 

Fir^t Jeffective June- eth, Jj977,. a ^f^ew^T^ce of Independer>t Living for^the . 

Disabled Kill be establ ishedljn^ the' Office of Hbus^ing/ This office will be*. 

h-eaded by Davi(d,Wil,l iamson. a career employee. (if' the Department, and will'/ 

report directly to .Assistant. SecretaJ^y Simons. ''This will be the first time tha>t 
^-the concernsJfor the di^sablerf will be*treati«<r separate y from those the 

elderly. Tms will te the first ti^ne^ that the housing concerns of the disatjfle^ 
. will have dtrect' attention to^WUD's principal production division.' • v* 

I know Dave WillMamson apd Larry Simons will produce more housing Dp|ions for 
Americans^ with disabilities. The new Office of* Independent Living will work to 

." r ■ ■ .-Ml . < . ■ 




. r : . . . — ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ 

' ' ma4ce HUD more sensitive to the neecfs of the disabled both at the Central • 
Office and in^he Field Offices-; It will also be res ponsi bile* for the activities 
of a depan^tnlerrtal work group that will draft HUB's regulatory; response to the 
''Rehabilitation Act of» 197-3. The Carter "Administration, consideV^s these t^ew \ ^ 
504 Regulations to^MJe ttiQ>"Qivil Rights ^t". for. Artferica's disabled. . < 

Second, HUD i^establistiing-a 4[oal thftt^SST pf;all ^neW" family housiRg umfS ; 
. constructed under the^ Section 8 find publ ic- housing programs will be desi-gned • 
1, for use by the c|isa5led.' The Department c,urrejitly assists in ±l\€ product#Bq ' * 
^ of specially 'designed itnits for the elderly- disabled ynd^r the S^ection 2Q2» ''^ 

Section 221-(d)-4 and public bousing programs as well as other ))rograTO. thiS . ' 
' / will be oqr first major commitment to the non-el derly. disabl ed.* . ' - 

. . * jiTiis new housing goal witl mark the first pf a series of steps by HUD to p^lde.^ 
. "properly designed, accessitile housing for the n6n-eltler:ly' handicapped; Yhe*/' 

• J)epartmeat ;will spon; pjjbl isti an aiueftdm'ent to the current Section 8 existing*' 

• . program. SmalJ^group homes, and community residences , 'with- shared kitchen a-nd- 
^ bathroom* facilities, will be an eligible and viable nousing option under tht. 
amendjnerit. Additionally, I am working with the Counsel to the^Sercretary totj^ - 
develop othem'nnovative approaches to the Section 8 "existing pfogram which 
will\promote the deinstitutionali*zation, of the mentally handicapped. • ^ 

' •r would also like to note that we are well aware that h<i(jsing-without services 

• * is not adeqirtfte housing for people w,ith disabilities, j^ilT work with the 

- Secretaries of -Health, Education, and Wei fare^^ Labor, and Trai^f^pDrtation to 
jdevelQp comprehe'rlsive Service programs for. our housing programs. * ^ 

H . . ' 

Third, the Department will begin immed^iately a major effort to encourage lo^*! 
qpmmunities to spend a greater share of their Communi^ty Development Block Grant 
Funds foi^ the elimination of archUecturaH barrfers, and the construction off ' 
rehajji-litation facilities for th.e handHo&pped. It is fhe Department's beliefj^^ 
aS'fecently outlined by Assistant Secretary Embry, that the, handicapped^ repre- 

- sent a'significant portion of the^ population /or which the Community Development^ 
; Program wa§ interrded. We believe' that local 'expenditures for the handicapped^ ' 

^constitute an expenditure that is beneficial to low and moderate ihcome 
^ people.^ HUD is coinnitted to an active leadership role to rafse^the Current 
level of local expenditures^ to a level consistent wit^fi tlemoiis|j^ated need. 

Folirth,'! will continue the infdHgn "^alogue that now exists between the 
' consumer Advocates the the'Deparxnfe^t. I will also explore the possibility , ' 
-of est^abl ishing dXonsumer "^Advisory Ctinwittee on Independent Living to help , , * ' 
us make better use of our existing programs and to develop new programs so 
that there wil^be continued progress in this areaf. ' . 



Finally, I want all of you to know 'that I am committed, and the Department 
. * is committed, tP doing all that is in our power to eliminate the barr*^ 
/ which prevent Americans with disabilities fwm enjoyii^^the fullest possible 
participation tn programs, and' in the activities of our'?ociety. . 

i iC^, Conclusion : I have outlined toda^ some immediate steps Irhat th'e Departinent 
'*J^ 'Of! Housing and Urban Development has taken on* behalf of persons with dis- 
,#.:3,at)ilities. • • ' , . 
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ft ^ . 

Be ^11 recognize that-.these ,staps ane just the beginning of a much longer 
^ouroej^ ^hat will lead to. the ftinal el irhination of the barriers that wipfi 
jPfrOX pf^our population, this 'lost Riinority of Americans. ' \ 

It-Ts' up to all of us^to work to cl^ngethis Society designeoH^y the able- 
. bodied, primarily for the aplebodi^d--into*a society that encourages and 
supports satisfying l^fe style for ^people ^ith dist^l ities/. Thajik yqu. 



son 




HVD Secretary Patrici Roberts Harris meets the Press with Aisisktnt Secretary 
Lan^ Simon's (left} "and David Wj/jkmso^, Ojfice of Indepen^t living 
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, ' STATEMENT OF . U.S.^SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
BROCK ADAfVI^S AT PRESS CONFERENCE ON TRANSBUS 

C\ " . * f * May 19, 1977 , ' * ' 

I am announcing todaiy my decision to require all new publid buses purchased-; 
/• . ^/ith Department of-oTre^nspartation -grants .to be designed for easy access by 
^eld^lyand handicapped per^Sons. * . ' 

' * I am directing* the use of a new bus specification, requiring a-ll buses offered 

for bid after September 30, 1^9, to have a floor heiqht_of not more than 22 
/ inches caprol^ of kneeling to 18 inches abi^ve the g.rtyu^id^'?^ equfpped with 
a ramp for bterding.. 
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This decisicm is based on a public hparing held by *hls department^on March 15 
and niy review of the' information a/id views submitted by bus manufacturers, % 
rir groups repi»es6rTting the elderly and Handicapped, the American Public Transit 
AssQciattp-n, and others. ^ . * ' 



^ review of the history of the Transfaus program,, convinces me that simply. en- 
couraglng^Jransbus.may not res\fit in Its introduction now or in the future. ' 
Even lifter this department invested about $27 millJon in the transbus program; 
all serious efforts^ toward producing .Transbus stopped when the Urban Mass 
Transportation Administration -announce^ in July 1976 that 1t would not be man- 
dated. " • . ' ' 

\ " ^ " . ^ * . *^ 

As most of you are aware, the Trans6us program enlisted, fhe sid of the 'three 
mfijor domestic |pus manufacturers ,tb produce prototype buses that would attract 
greater riflership^.^Dfe, accessible.to all passengers, including the elderly and 
, physically handicapped.- ^ . V ' - . 

' " . ' •/ ^ [ * I . • 

, J .am aware that many -who. are opposed to inandating'TransbUs .argue that it is- 
4 not now within our abil i;ty to T)rodu^ a low-floof, rampted bus which can v 

* operate safely and ef ficj^irtry in day-to-day transit service. These o^edtions 

* are discussed in deta>^^n the decision document arKl are, in my jiidgmenTT 
satisfactorily'refuted, ^ • 

Additional ly,sa Transbtis mandate doe^ not, in jpy Judgment, interfere with the 
responsibil ity- of loc^il officials to f)lan for and implement mass transportation 
projects. Transbw^, in fact, will permit , faster arid more efficient bus 
•service by minimizing the time required to fake^on and discharge all passengers, 
I'ncludi/ng those who-are elderly or handicapped. ^ \ . S 

:^ l;j)elieve'it is my responsibility to ' insure \tp 'the^ Extent feasible tharho 
\ segment of our fiopulation Is needlessly denied access to public transportation. 
It is now'within our tHBchnblobi^al capabil i^J^o' insure that elderly and 
handicapped persons are accorded access to urban mass transit buses.' Thjs 
access is^ fundamental to th6 ability of ' sucIV persons to lead independent and 
productive live%. We cannot deny them rights that so many others enjoy, when 
' it is, within 6uY ability to accord.them sucfrrights.. ^ > * ' ' 

A review of the record convinces me that', at a minimum, the three major domestic 
bus manufacturers could begin Transbus deliveries within three and one-half 
years. This date allows almost two and one-half yeprs for* development before 
biddfng wouJ[d begin, and approximatel,^/TB months thereafter before the buses 
are actually delivered. 

\ . . . . , ^ 

A4/I said in fny opening-remarks at tl|e Transbiis hearing, we iiavfe a. ver*y com- 
petent bus manufacturing capability in this country as wall as abroad, and I - 
believe competition, as- well as inriovation, must be encouraged. I am certain . 
that these manufacturers can meet Che challeogfi of producing Transbus. 
Additionally, I believe the pressure of effective competition among the ma-nu- ' 
facturers will resulfr itv^ prompt introduction of this needed improvement. 
If one manufacturer substantially beats the effective d^te of the mandate, we 
'"1 consider sole source procurements .to get T-ransbusifon the streets -as soon 
it is available. , , . ' 



will 
as 



Further, I have decided to leave ifi effe<^t t&e interim policy on accessibility 
• foV'the elderly and handicapped. That is, manufacturers must C9nt*inue to 
o/fer optional wheelchair lifts .and local transit authorities must eith^^ 
purchase^ bu^es with lifts on provide special services for elderly and handi- 
capped iiassengers. N ? • ' / ^ 

' I • * ' * * 1 ^ ♦ 

^ ' * . ^ / * ** ic\c ★★★★★★ ^ * ' ' 



For further information, 9ontact: ^.U.S. Qepafrtment of Transportation ^ 

Office of Public AffaMrs " - 
Washington, D.(?. 20590 ' * 



STATEMENT ^lY DR. HEWRY VISCARDI. JR. CHAIRMAN. ♦ 
WHITE H«USE COISrFERENQE ON HANDICAPPED IISTDIVlDUALS 

* ' s. » * ♦ * 

Disability is-notJjing .new to me — I was born^with it. I rived with 'it as a 
• child and young majj^^/Born nUhout limbs, I came to know a]l the pity, pain, 
^ frustration, and disillusionment that is the life of the disabled. To me and 
' millions of disabled ♦Americans Itke me, freedom is the opportunity to seek* the 
challenges of life and, not the stale calm of some subsidized Utopia., Tl>e 
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals represents the culmination, 
of my work in thd fields of education, rehabiUtation, and advocacy for 
physical iy and mentally handicsipped childrenfand adults. ^ * - . 

^Mhil^ It has been a Very gratifying experience, it is more jmpoVt^ntly a ^ 
pro^giie for the future. As we move into our* third century. as a^'f ree nation 

' 'of diverse people^ it i^ vital. that handicapped^n'ndividuals expres^s their * 
needte and potentials to elected officials snd fellow citizens. ' 

The White House Conference o?t Handicapped Individuals is a- producjj^ of tens of 
thousands of- man tiours of effort. State and- regional conferences throughout 
th^e 'nation have led us to ttrfs moment.' We stand poised on the threshold of^a 
new era for Americans disabled. By working together, I am confident that we 
will achieve our ultifnalJfe goal of dignjfty, independence, and freedom of 
^ participation in all of life's activities. ^* 



HIG+IIIGHTSfRbM THE WORKSHOP^^ 

. Workshop on Barriers ^ ^ a 

We mus^ put asijie -personal 'neieds and'deal with all needs and this shouT.d be > 
unapimous, agreed delegates at tRis workshop. Mark Frarjr'is, Oregon tielegate, 
said action should be "all for one aRd one for all," ratJrer than ^*just me 
• . ^ first." "WeVei^all here'^to deal with the problems of all the handicapped, 
not just specific groups," Francis continued. The blind {Francis is blind) 
are extremely viel 1 -organized and have a strong lobby, he said. They-'ll afit, 
more attentiiiiuJfchan some' with -other disabilities. According to the del^^ate^ — , 
if) every State/ the>Lind have a separate agency looking after their flRds, 
"while all other disabled people have only a '(single) agency to look'abfter 
. their needs." Francis^ bel,ieves that the White House Conference has been a 
success. He feels that in impijr^tant result? of the Conf^e^ce is a greater 
p(iblic awareness of justN^ho the handicappW people ai^« * ' 

^ JoeBrowr\, Chief of the X*alifornia State Department* of TraDs'portafcion, com- 
mented: "r think there ris '.increasing polarization among the delegates because 
they are frustrated with trying to cov^, too much/ Brown, -saiS Congress^and 
•the California State Legislatur-e must have .specific legislative proposals, 
c not general recommendations. i ^ ^ ^ . 

DelegateXarlyn Lan'dsb^g from D^ware expt^ftsse^d opposition tp the Admin- 
istration's plans to ta> larger "gas guzzling" automobiles. Since-fnost handi- * 
capped^ persons must us6 larger cars in order, to- hav^ adequate sp^ce, th^ere^. " 
'should be an' exception made for them, she pofnted out. 
. ♦ ^ ^ ' \ ' ■ ''3 . 

Dennis Gannon, delegate from California, said, the jJhite House Conference- on 
^Haodicapped Individuals 'disapproves th? Amerltjin. f ublip Transit Association's 
(APIA) assertion that harWicapped persons are]dfvided on whether they want 
special transportation -or transportation acce^ible to everyone. Cannon* who 
Is Chairman of the^nsumer Advisory Subcommittee to the Mobility for jpderly 
and Handicapped Contnittee* of APTA, and a consultant to the Southern California. 
Rapid Tranfeit 'District, refefjped to APTA's publicly a^rfounced opposition to 
full accede in pqbTic' transit 4n favor of "full mobility," ;Which' is separate V 
services. The tjransportartjon workshop passed a .resoliJtionAlJing for the 
elderly and handfcapped to have^tfre. siufie^ng^ as other. p^5||pb to us^ public 
transportation facilities and services^'.-fc^lRirtglf^^ h long-term objective of 
requiring -3^1 systems to be fully accessible, th4 resolution requires all 
transit vehicles purchased >rfith UMTA funds after V^ebruary 15, 1977,/' . . to be 
; accessible to the maximum extent technologically Teasitle." ' ' • 

' . \ * 

Workshop on Economic Issues 

The two maa'or topics in the Economic Workshop were economic opportunity and 
econoJWc security. 

' Under econqj^ic opportunity, the delegates called^ for a fe-evaluation of 
,p||/sical screening "requirements for employment in the Armed Forces to assure 



against discrimination* Strong emphasis was also placed on establishing re- 
quirements to get employees and' orgamzations ^avoJyfi^^e^rlX JP 'the vocational 
rehabilitation process, 
♦ . • 

On the topic pf economic s^urity, Susan Spealberg, a Virginia delegate, pushed ^ 
fqjr a revision of existing service eligibil ity laws to prevent families of 

'unemployable handicapped individuals from being forced to lower their living 
standard by using their income and savings to ensure'economic security for 

H disabled family members T . ^ ' 

A delegate^from Hawaii, -Ann Whft^; said, " • . more interest should be taken 
in unemployable handicapped people.*' She urged an exploration of situations 
where unem^ployables may be able to assist other handicapped people, and support 
of specjal radio and television progranming to provide maximum opportunities " . 
.'for individual growth and development of unemployables. 

Hack Freeman, Florida delegate, commented on modifying '''negatiy^e attitudes" - 
toward handicapped persons. Freeman stated laclc"t»f exposure was" a big problem 
and attacked the business contnunity, catling for a resolution beamed at , 
"Madison Avenue" which would mandate t>fe use of handicapped people in adverWse- 
ments. "After aTl," he explained, "if handicapped p«)ple can eat Kfellogg's 
Cornflakes,* wa^h their clothes with Ttde, and use other advertised products, ♦ 
they should be included in the advertisements of these products." , ^ 

Lou Stark, a delegate from Wi^onsin, i|rged strong suppdrt for a recommendation 
requiring^ all colleges and trade school with an architectural -curriculifln to ^ 
require a' segment of instruction pertaihing , to accessibil ity. 

J/orkshop on Health ^ * 

' ' ' < . ^ 

Dr. J'. Ronald Mi Mar, panel ntember in the Wofkshpp on Prevent^tohv sard he - . 
was "inspir^ to have^a dialogue with the receivers of services t© the handl* 
capped." Killar is Director of the Bureau of State Services -of j^he. Center for 1 
Communicabfe Df;^ease Control , Atlanta, Georgia. ' ' ' v ; . , 

"$uccess comes in degrees," said New Jers^ delegate Diane Ajjtcher, "Hahdi- \ 
capped people are'^^pow ready to fight for equal r'ights." w > * 

' . , ' " ^ ' r . , ■ ^ . ^ . ; 

Deaf delegates to the workshop demanded that raer^e doctors, nurses and teachers" 
learn sign language for corrmunicatirig with deaf..-^people. Jacqueline Shield, ^ 
from Maryland and the parent of a deaf daughter^ said'that "training pro- 
fessionals and greater iflwaVen ess in Jyspitals and schoft^s about disability 
will make screening, d/§tection, identification and trfttm^t more possible.", ' 

During the workstwp dri Health and Social Issues^ the delegates ^demanded an^ 
"open world" for the handicapped. Instead of being "taxreaters," ttiey shall 
become taxpayers, delegates said# There is confidence in the future .and it , 
will produce^ more gytherings such as this Conference, according to the 
delegates present. ^ 

Delegate Lyh Meeks fronV-^ Georgia also stressed. the need for diagno$is ghd pr:£- 
vention. New legislation shpuid prevent discrijnination to any handicapped^ 
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indiv-idual and* bring more awareness to the non-fesndicapped people^ she said. 

Health Workshop s^gssions expressed interest in a proposal t^ mal^e health 
services to deaf'-persons linguistically accessible to«^all. 

WprksTiop on Educational Concerns ^ ^ ' 

* ** - * ^ 

^^Virgin Islands delegate Williajn Lomax surrnTarized the three-day workshop ^is 
^en.li^htening," and stated that it was an "incentive to demand more from our 
government for diSabled^people." He said^ he found that problems which he 
thought' pecul iar to the Virgin Islands were, in reality, "similar to Stateside 
pF0jt)lems." Lomax also praised the Conference in general for its "openness" 
and for the encouragement it offered to every delegate to speak out even when 
the delegate was "hard to understand."^ 

^ The delegates to the Education Workshop felt that teachers were presently ex- 
cluding disabled children from the classroom. They urged that "mainstreaming" 
techniques be used on teache^rs. They also suggested that more disabled 
teachers would also result in more disabled students in the regular cla§sn)oms. 

Workshop on Aging 

V 

Senior citizens who also are disabled should have the right to work with an 
income means test, according to delegates to the Agind' Workshop. An Alaskan 
delegate was cheered by the other delegates when he recounted the case of 
an Anchorage tuis driver who, at the age of 7P, "can work, wants to work, and 
is working." 

• 

Delegates to this workshop also stressed the importance^ of positive media 
presentation of disabled people. The need to combat stereotypes about older 
people was stressed. 

Workshop on Research X X 

' Deploring a downward trend in federal spending for research sffece 1971, Dr. 
F. Ray Finley," Associate Director of the Krusen Center for Research and ^ * 
Engineering, Temple University, Moss Rehabilitation Hospital, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, called for expanding programs In basic research. . Both pro- \ . 
fessionals and the handicapped themselves should cooperate— as they ar^ at 
the White Hbuse Conference-**1n pushing for additional rfisearch^'f unds . He 

^sTaid that "it is very important for handicapped people to meet" here^nd 
Identify their concerns* in an atmosphere of mutual cooperation witfi health 
profession*^^." * > * 

Workshop on' Housing 

"Incentives should be provided t8 integrate feature^' des^ned'^br the handle* 
capped, along v^ith^ those for regular improvements irv all .buildings and' 
remodeling," stated RaVry3parl("s,"^a/i' a ^ and'delfgate from Kentucky, 

, at the Housing Workshop. He added that a large part of the architectural 
barriers problen for the disabled is the lack of awareness of these barrier's^ 
among architects. Other delegates to Ae' Housing Workshop called on the 



government to i»t)vide financial incentives to gilders to meert 'handicapped 
people^s needs.. ^ , r ^ ' \ * r \ ^ 

Workshop on Recreation ^ * , / ^ 

* ' t> * • 

A delegate in the Recreation Workshop brought down the house w|ien she sa4d, 

."Pri^judice .is being down on things you're not up on."^ ^ - 

;.The Recreation Works+iop ^delegates denamled an end to prejudice and discrimina- 
tion against, handicapped people in bujldings, transportation, parks and all 
recreational facilities. "Total access i bi 1 ity'^><as their expressed goat. 

Workshop on Social Concerns^ s ^ ^ ^ 

. Oelegat|s attending the Workshop on Social Concerns maintained that handicapped 
peopleTRave a basic right to attend concerts, -moyies, aV^t exhibits ahd other 
cultural events, and these events must be made a?:t€tssibl;&>to them. Educators- 
have the responsibility to promote events, not asvtherafy^birt afs "an enjoyable 
experience." - ' / ^ ^ 




A Hew from the balcony as deiegates gather for q dinner meeting in the 
baUrpom of the Sheteton-Bvk Hotel * 
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Workshop orti Special Concerns ^ " . 

Native Am^ican.yBlack, Hispanic background, and OrTental delegates spoke out for 
I cultural awareness training for service providers, multilingual staffing, and . 
' role-model ^publicity far-$uccessful- handicapped minority individuals • in 'the Work- 
^•^shop'on Special Concerns. Sevef^af.delegates, while recognizing the special in- 
terests of minorities, were concerned that specialization not work to the detri- ' 
" ment &f all disabled persons. Delegate Ray Fitzpatrick of Connecticut said, 
."Despite the special concerns th^t all of us have-, it is important that we do 
not*.lose s.ight of why we are here. My particular interest is rtiental retardation 
--but we are here fo,r all th^andicapped.!' 

■^ave Kelley of Utah suninarized:. "We ai-e ill 'here for a coirmgn cause, i.e., to 
- promote the needs and problems of handicapped "people ajid to promote appropriate 
legisUtion at State and Fe3e^l levels. We must oppose efforts to splinter 
us. I am white, in a wheelchair all my life, and a college student/. Any of 

• these ehaVacteristics -could be reason to be in a faction, but I don't give a 
hill of' b^ans about thjs. I'm h*ere for-all 'handicapped people." 

^ On^ session focussed on,the problems ,^f disabled veterajis. The group had a ' 
.^rong feeling that the Veterans Administration should deve>pp job placement 
activities- by eliminating time limitations' for training, by mandating counsel-» 
ing of all disabled veterans at discharge, and by extejiding training 1h semi- 
skilled and technical areas. , 

• ■ ) . > • ^ \ 

Said delegate John Dean of New York: "I wasn''t lounspledtwhen I was discharged 
--•it took me over a year to find out about vocational' refwbil itation in the' 
Veterans Adnlinistv-atrion. " The gVoup expressed;5'hjgh interes't in the develop- 
ment of m&sures to retain persons who acquire disabilities in military ser*vice. 
Delegate Dave KeMey of Utah ar^d consideration of disabled civilians being , 
permitted to join the niilHary. "I'm 4-F and I.don't likfeyt. * 1- have'.somethfng 
to contribute' too." This drew spontaneous applause' from the group, .jnany of 
whom were disabled veterans. . ' . 



REMARKS BY JACK SMITH EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HANdlCAPPED INDIVIDUALS 

"We have listened to the voice of handicapped people through state conf^Wlces, 
and in planning the national conference. ' Now, th^ administrators and the 
Congress ^re ready to receive andact on your final recommendations--recom- 
menda'tions that will chart a new course. ' --^ 

^ . ? ' • 

I believe this White House Conference w^ll be remembered in very positive ways. 
• Health, social,- economic, education and'civil rights Gpmponents affec-ling- 

handicappied Americans will at last nsceive th6ir propt^ -focus in this country. \ 
^ Phrases like "sel^irate bu* eoual" can and must be esliminated from our vocabulary, 
.Human rights for persons with\physical or mental disabilities must mean inde- 
pendence, dignity ahdsful 1 participation 1n every corner of ttiis nation' and in 
every activity. ^ \ 

ERIC , ^ 
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The conference's National Planning and ^d;visory Council is ready to help you 
make this the mSst productive White House Conference ever held. The achieve- 
-mentsf of this conference can light the way for future generations. 



HARRIS ANNQUNCESriNITIATIVES 
FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

Patricia Robelks Harris, Secretary of j^iisirti^and Urban .DeveT^pfffeht, announced 
that a new Office of Independent Living f/g/r the Disabled will ♦be established 
in )1UD. ^ . 

This new office will report direqtly to the Assistant Secretary for Housing, 
and will work to make HUD more aware of the housing and environmental' needs Of 
Americans with disa{)il ities . 4^ * , , . 

At the same time, the Secretary announced several other '^actions that will bg 
taken to- provide mbre atcess to Federal housing programs for p*ple with dist- 
abil ities.. • # 

Included in these initiatives « Secretary Harris's decision; to ""SbJt the goal ^' 
'that 'five percent/)f a9.1 new fffnily units constructed under the Section 8 and 
public houjiRg programs be designed for use by the handi^pped. - 



"This new housing goal," she said, "will mark the first of a series of steps 

HOD to provide properly designed, accessible, housing ^or the non-elderly \ 
handfcapped^" Other stejps^will be taken to remoye.t^arriers that pre\;^ent the ^ 
disabled from partlciparing more fully in normal Activities. They are: 

* *^ % ^ 

- Local communities wil 1 'be ifrged to spend a^larjer share of their - " 
community development blocTc grant funds to ^el iminate architectural 

. barriers and to build reha|)il itation facilities. ' > 

- HUD Win explore innovati\^e approaches to developing alternative f 
housing environments for t^e nieijtally disabled. 

- Through the new Office of Independent Living' for the Disabled, HUD, 
jfllVmake a greater effort to sensitize the Department to the needs 
"of the disabled. "\ ' . / 

^ -"Under the iMdership^of the Office of Indej^endent Living fliwork group ^ 
Vj will be set up to draYt,. in co6perati^ with consumer and advocacy 
groups, HUD regulations spelling out civil rights, for ,peo^ with 
V disabil ities. ' , 

- The Secretary will continue workingrVith the Ad Hoc Commtttee on ^ 
\ Irjde'peodent Living that was established three months ago, to work i 

t. with constmers, - ' ; ^ 

^ . ' - 21 - . ^ ^ 



--She .will also explore the' po#feiyi"ity of establ i shing.-a consuner * 

advisory conmittee on independent living to make better u,se of 

''ex-iSjting programs" and to develop new programs .tp ensure conttnaed ". 

progress in-this area. 

Secretary Harris also noted .HUD's past accomplishments in providing housing, 
for people with disaJjil ities under the Section 202 pnogram. ' ^ ^ 

The Secretary pledged that action will be taken to-k:onvert.>1UD's commitments 
to persons with disabilities into realities. 

"Access AMERICA'^NATIONAL i 
V. . ^UBMC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN TO BE LAUNCHED 

"ACCESS AMERICA" is the pew trademarked slogan to bp used b^ the federat^Archi 
tectural and Tr^sportation Barriers Compliance Board (A&TBCB) in-a national 
public awareness campaign to promote access to and use of all bJildings" and 
facil ities ^y all Amer|pa^» ' ^ y 

To be launched'within a year, the national campaign^v^ 11 crea'te awareness of 
architectural, transportation, -and attitudinal^ barriers a'ffec-ting millions of 
people and promote barrier-free design in the man-macte environment. 

,-TK'e A&TBCB was created by Congress in 1^73 primarily to ensure fcompliance with 
standards prescribed under federal laws which require that all buildings and 
facilities owrfsd, occupied, or financed by the United States Goverrenent be 
accessible to and usable by-physical ly' handicapped persons. ' \ ' 

The major governmental 'force providing national " leadershijj-to mafee the mjan- 
made environment functional for a>l. people,' the A&TBCB i s composed.- of nine^ 
federal agencie^: Health, Education, and Welfare; Transportation; Housing ^and 
Urban Development; Labor; interiorj Defense; General Servites Administration; 
Postal Servic^i" and Veterans Administration. For further 'information, contact 
the"ArchitectLy"al and Transportation Barrifers Conjpl lance Board, Rdom 1014 MES 
Building, 330 C Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20201. . 



^ACCESS TO PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND 
TRANSPORTATION FOR HANDICAPPED 

Enforcement of federal law requiring independent access-to pubLic buildings 
'jmd transportation for handica ppid vper sons 'was! the majV issue of a pubTic.- 
awareness conference recently conducted by ^©National Advisory Committee "on 
an Accessible Environment at tl^ University o,fj:alifornia-,1n Berljeley. The 



meeting was sponsored by- the University of Caiiforrvla Disabled Students Union. 

Enforcement and compliance processes u|gd- by the federal govVnment's Arch 
_tectural and Transportation Barriers Coijipliance Board (A&TBCB*) were e'xi^i 



Archi- 
ned, 



The A&TBCB ensures pompliance witji standands prescribed under federal laws which 
require that all buildings and factViti'es owned by the United States GGrvernmerit 
be.^ccesstble to and usable by physically handicapped persons. 

The National Advisory Committee on an Accessible Environment' was established 
to provide girtdarjce, .advice, arid recommendations to the A&TBCB. y It meets ^ 
qtiarterly-in different locations in the nation. The^l 6* members of the com- . ^ 
mittee, whiich represents h&ndtcapped citizens, come from across the nation. 
The majority of them •are handicapped. ' — - 



The conference in Berkeley was |he first of a series of such public awareness 
' ^conferences to be haJ-d in various regions of the country.' 



NEW PAMPHLET TfLLS +10W TO MAKE COMPLAINT ' [ 
ABOUT BUILDINGS INACCESSIBLE TO HANDICAPPED 

A^w pamphlet explaining how to make a complaint about an j'naccesstble ^ 
federally' financed building has been published ty the Architectural and Jrans-* 
.portation Barriers ^Compl iance Board (A&fBQB). 

Access Americar The Architecti^ral Barr/iers Act and You -is a guide to the com- 
pTaint process and enforcement/rule? uied by the A&TBCB to ensure compliance 
witl| the Architectural Barrierr^ Act<of 1968. ' 

The pamphlet explains that ^Tny persQn--includtng those who dh« handicap^ped— 
has theiright of independen^t access/to buildings and facilities constructed, 
leased, or altered for the Yed^ral/government or with the use of federal funds. 
How to make a wrftt&n comjil.aiKt aj/d what happens toM't is dataij^d. The panph- 
let putsn'n everyday langUagj^ th^ A&T/6CB*s "Practice and Pr^edures for Com- 
pliance Hearings\pijbl|i^eyiD ^e FjderaT RegUter on December 20^, 1976. ^ 
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SELECTED LEGISLATION 
to THE HANDICAPPED 



The booklet, A Summary of ^eoted Legislation Relating to the Handicapped^ 
1975-1976 coijta,in§ bri;ef sjfnopses of legislation enacted by the 94th Congress 



whi9h affects pf^^^idaTly a(Wd menti^ly hanrflcapped persons. ^It is designed ^o 

blidents,afld interested, citizens gain insight into law? 
with varied objectives benefiting handicapped persons, 



helpk prQ|ram planners,' si 
adrtnort^ 



which 



^eyprograms 



.Single copies aire a'yaiVable from: 
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Office for ftandicapped Individuals 
Department of .Health, Education, and l!/e1 
Room 338D-;Soijth Poufcal Buildings - 
Washingtoit, D.C. 20Z01 ^ 
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Please use, the coupon ^low/ to s'ubmit a cfTange of address /7, or to 
request the addition [J^ or deletion H of your name from the mailing 
list. Please check appropriate box aHove. 



Name 



TiTiF 



Address 



(Please print) 



last 



City, State, Zip" Code 



Attach old address label or .copy old address with MR ^ode number 
(such as MR-7), and return to "Programs for the Hajidietpped" at 
the address lifted belbw. ' , 



N«d BwaM, BdMor 

BMty M. ScteMl. AaritUiA BdHot' 

Addiw •dkortel inqniriw to. 



irorlteHuidkap^ 
Room 33SD SoM Pbrt^-Bk^ , 
200 lMtofe«4eM Awiwe, &W: ^ 
O «Waiftiiiiiloii,D.C. 20201 
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Editor'iNott: Fubikation of articles 
in Program for the Handicapped 
does not constitute an endorse- 
ment of the sen^ices, devices, aids 
and opinions destHbed by the 
authors therein. 
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